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 PENANG EDUCATION COUNCIL was formed under the State Government Executive Council for Education to facilitate input from educationists on how to assist the State 
Government in developing and positioning Penang into a prominent centre for learning and education. It was set up to facilitate continuous quality improvement in 
cultivation of skills, mental, moral and aesthetic development as well as informal education. The Council’s mission is to act as a catalyst for change by providing the 
platform for lively exploration of new ideas and stimulating the exploration and development of innovative solutions, thereby contributing to Penang’s development as 
the foremost centre for education and learning in the country. 
 
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION COMMITTEE was formed under the Penang Education Council to develop new ideas and practices that bring improvements in terms of early 
childhood development programmes such as parental education, raising the quality of training and skills of teachers and to meet children's developmental needs. 

SINCE 2010 THE STAKEHOLDERS: 

7TH PENANG INTERNATIONAL KIDS STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 2016 

15th October 2016 (Saturday | Sabtu) from 10am to 4pm at  GEMS International School, Simpang Ampat, Bukit Mertajam 

Come and listen to international and local storytellers at 

PINKS PATRON: YANG AMAT BERBAHAGIA TOH PUAN DATO’ SERI UTAMA HAJAH MAJIMOR BINTI SHARIFF 

PUSAT PENGAJIAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 

In partnership with│Dengan kerjasama:  Sponsors │ Penaja:  
Organised by│Dianjurkan oleh: Supported by│Disokong oleh: 

Venues  Hosted by │Penaja Tempat oleh: 
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SINGAPORE: ROSEMARIE SOMAIAH  PHILIPPINES: RICHARD DIAN VILAR  

THAILAND: PHANIDA PHUNKRATHOK  

MALAYSIA: SURAYA ARIFFIN aka Kak Sue  

MALAYSIA: TEOK KIM WAH aka “Teacher Froggy”  

MALAYSIA: NOR AZHAR ISHAK  

MALAYSIA: MICHAEL LEE  

SINGAPORE: ROGER JENKINS  

  

UK/MALAYSIA: GLEN MUNDY 

UK/MALAYSIA: ALISE COOK 

MALAYSIA: UMMI SHAM 

INDIA: ASHA SAMPATH  

NEW ZEALAND: MEILLIA KEE 
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ROSEMARIE SOMAIAH runs Asian Storytelling Network and has showcased her work at the 
International Reading Association’s World Congress, the 1st IBBY Asia-Oceania Regional Congress, 
the International Conference on Literacy through Literature, the Sydney Internaitonal Storytelling 
Conference, the Scottish International Storytelling Festival, Spotlight Singapore and the Man Hong 
Kong Literary Festival. Her books include Indian Children’s Favourite Stories by Turtle Publishing 
and “The Never Mind Girl” and other stories by Ethos Books. Her story “The Cat’s Tail” in The 
World of Asian Stories and the Singing Top – Tales from Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei was 
chosen for Read! Singapore 2012. She has led The Storytellers’ Circle of the Society for Reading and 
Literacy from 2003-2015 and is member of the Singapore Drama Educators Association and 
Founder Member of the Storytelling Association (Singapore). She is also the National Arts Council 
Writer-in-School with a secondary school in Singapore. 

PENANG EDUCATION COUNCIL was set up by the Penang State Government as an advisory council to develop innovative ideas that promote and facilitate continuous quality improvement in cultivation of mental, moral and aesthetic skills developments.. Among the Initiatives under its 
purview are Arts Education, Online and Creative Counselling, Language Enrichment Programme, Early Childhood Education, Special Education and Tertiary Education. 
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION COMMITTEE was formed under the Penang Education Council to develop new ideas and practices that bring improvements in terms of early childhood development programmes such as parental education, raising the quality of training and skills of teachers and 
to meet children's developmental needs. 

Organised by:  Supported by:  

Venue Hosted by:  

SINCE 2010 THE STORYTELLER 

7TH PENANG INTERNATIONAL KIDS 

STORYTELLING FESTIVAL 2016 

15th October 2016 (Saturday | Sabtu) from 10am to 4pm                                                  
at  GEMS International School, Simpang Ampat, Bukit Mertajam 

Come and listen to international and local storytellers at 

SINGAPORE 
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RICHARD DIAN VILAR is an Artistic Director at Kaliwat Performing Artists Collective, Inc. and also 
Curator at Museo Dabawenyo. He is an experienced trainer, resource person and facilitator of 
creativity workshops, focus group discussions, community and sector meetings and interactions of 
fishermen, peasants, teachers, students, employees, indigenous people and artists.  He also directs 
various theater productions and cultural showcases in Davao and Mindanao that promote advocacy 
issues such as the respect for diversity and peace, gender sensitivity and sensibilities, protection of 
the environment, human rights, children’s rights and ancestral domain. His background is in 
Playwriting, visual and production design, stage management, choreography, music composition 
and facilitating collaborative performances in music, dance and drama. 

15th October 2016 (Saturday | Sabtu) from 10am to 4pm                                                  
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Come and listen to international and local storytellers at 

PHILIPPINES 
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ROGER JENKINS is an international award-winning storyteller. He is a popular teller and 
trainer with a spontaneous, often comedic and highly visual style. Other appearances in 
Malaysia include a keynote performance at the 2013 PELLTA Conference in Penang, KL 
Story Festival in year 2011 and 2012, storytelling residencies at The Garden School KL for 
Book Reading Week 2013, Tenby International School in year 2012 and at the Polytechnic in 
Sarawak in 2016. 
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PHANIDA PHUNKRATHOK a.k.a Jumliet has been actively going on storytelling tours and 
conducting storytelling workshops with her professor and Storyteller Dr Wajuppa Tossa in 
Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, China, Singapore and USA. She volunteers to teach English and train 
young people and teachers about the use of picturebook and storytelling in classroom in the 
North of Thailand and Laos. She also teaches undergraduate courses including Children’s 
Literature, Introduction to Literature and Storytelling. She graduate in Bachelor of Arts in English 
from Mahasarakham University. 

THAILAND 
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SURAYA ARIFFIN or well known as Kak Sue graduated from UiTM Shah Alam and she is 
working as a librarian at Perak State Public Library. She participated as a storyteller and 
guest at Perak Radio Station in their Reading, Parenting, Storytelling Method Programme. 
She has also produced a VCD on singing and telling stories with Kak Sue. Currently, she is 
active giving talks about storytelling, ‘Read Aloud’ and Reading for Preschool teachers, UPSI 
and several other agencies. 

MALAYSIA 
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TEOK KIM WAH a.k.a “Teacher Froggy” is a kindergarten teaher at Tadika Harmoni for the 
past 20 years. She has a Certificate in Early Childhood course and has been actively telling 
stories in kindergartens, churches, community libraries since 2012. She is a trainer in using 
picture books to tell stories and has been volunteering as a storyteller for special children 
group since 2013. 
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NOR AZHAR ISHAK is a science museum educator and award-winning picture book 
writer/illustrator who is passionate about children’s books. His favourite pastimes include 
painting and sharing stories whilst his favourite people are children. Come hear him tell 
stories as he takes you across the mountain, through the forest and under the sea, all in 
your world of imagination!" 
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SAMSUL KHAMARIAH a.k.a UMMI SHAM is passionate about storytelling  and has been 
following PINKS Fest ever since it started way back in 2010. She has attended the Asian 
Congress of Storytellers held in Singapore for several times, presenting paper on Reading 
Animation in Bangkok, Thailand, participated in the World Congress of Storytellers in Macau, 
China, attended 1st IBBY Asia Oceania Storytelling Conference in Bali, Indonesia and in 
Napithaw, Myanmar. 
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MICHAEL LEE graduated in Theatre studies and History from Liverpool University, United 
Kingdom. He has worked as an English teacher since 1999 in fascinating and diverse countries 
such as Libya, China, Egypt, Russia and Indonesia. He now works at British Council, Penang 
having also worked in Kuala Lumpur and Miri, Sarawak. His early working life in the UK was in 
young people’s theatre through professional theatre, youth theatre groups and touring 
around secondary schools. He is passionate about using drama, roleplaying, storytelling and 
puppets in all aspects of language learning. Michael worked for 2 years with Malaysian 
primary school teachers and the parents of their students to develop the use of storytelling 
to improve their children’s language development and encouraging early reading habits. He 
strongly believes in storytelling as a platform for both fun and the interactive learning of a 
language.  
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GLEN MUNDY… with over 30 years’ experience as an international educator, Glen has 
succeeded in a variety of educational roles from teacher, trainer, Principal, inspector and 
education consultant in nine different countries around the world. Glen joined GEMS in 2010 as 
Principal of International School Tripoli and during the Revolution in February 2011, evacuated 
the school and then transferred to GEMS corporate office to act as Principal adviser to schools 
in Dubai, Egypt, Libya and Saudi Arabia. He arrived in Malaysia in February 2015 and is very 
proud to have opened the only international school on mainland Penang. He loves sport 
(especially football) literature, art and drama and will try his best at storytelling! 

UK │ MALAYSIA 
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ALISE COOK is from London, UK but has spent a lot of her life overseas in Turkey, Azerbaijan 
and now Malaysia. She has worked in education for over twenty years as a teacher, manager, 
inspector and teacher trainer. Alise first degree was in English literature and decided to 
venture into teaching because of her love of books. She enjoys encouraging children to develop 
their reading and writing skills. She has recently finished a masters degree in culture, language 
and identity and is fascinated in how learning a new language influences peple. She enjoys 
telling ‘tall’ stories to children and getting them to use their imaginations as she believe that: 
“Imagination is the source of every form of human achievement” - Ken Robinson 

UK │ MALAYSIA 
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MEILLIA KEE  grew up in a small town in New Zealand where I had the freedom to explore the 
natural environment around her.  This desire to  find out about the world led her to live, study and 
teach in different cities in New Zealand, Japan and the U.K. At GEMS International School, Meillia 
teaches ICT and English. She and her husband arrived in Penang after sailing on their yacht “Per 
Ardua” from New Zealand. Beginning in January 2012 this fantastic journey through the Pacific and 
SE Asia with their three children has introduced them to many cultures and experiences.  Travelling, 
they met such a wide range of people, learning their stories and giving them many stories to tell. But 
they don’t have to go sailing off on adventures for stories, as stories are all around them.  They are a 
way to reach out to people and connect with each other.  Meillia loves telling stories, either from 
children’s books or from experiences.  Stories can inspire, educate and maybe give each other a few 
laughs!  When her children were little, she loved to read, and re-read, their favourite books, over and 
over again.  She hopes audiences will enjoy hearing some of the stories she used to tell her children. 

NEW ZEALAND 

│ MALAYSIA 
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ASHA SAMPATH  is an educator turned storyteller. She believes in the magical power of stories to 
connect, communicate and transform. She is passionate about helping to revive the oral tradition 
and began a social media page “Tale Spin: a platform for Stories” to spread awareness about stories 
and storytelling. She conducts individual storytelling sessions under the Tale Spin banner. Asha 
enjoys telling interactive stories to audiences of all age groups. She conducts storytelling workshops 
for children and adults and mentors budding storytellers. She initiated the Chennai Storytellers 
group to unite all storytellers in the city and provide public platforms for them to tell stories. She has 
been featured in the newspapers, TV and radio interviews. 

INDIA 



THE AGENDA FOR PINKS 2016 

 

Event  :  PINKS Festival 2016 

Date     : 15 October 2016 (Saturday)  

Time  :       10.00am – 4.00pm [OPENING CEREMONY AT 10.00 a.m – 11.00 a.m] 

Venue  :  GEMS International School of Pearl City, Penang, No.2 Persiaran  Mutiara 5, Pusat Komersial Bandar Tasek Mutiara, 14120     
   Simpang Ampat, Pulau Pinang 

 

 

Event  :  PINKS Festival 2016’s STORYTELLING COMPETITION FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Date     : 15 October 2016 (Saturday)  

Time     :       7.00am – 1.00pm  

Venue  :   GEMS International School of Pearl City, Penang, No.2 Persiaran  Mutiara 5, Pusat Komersial Bandar Tasek Mutiara, 14120   

     Simpang Ampat, Pulau Pinang 

 

Event  :  PINKS Festival 2016 STORYTELLING TECHNIQUE WORKSHOP 

Date     : 16 October 2016 (Sunday)  

Time  :       8.30am – 1.00pm  

Venue   :  Level 10, Sentral College, Lebuh Penang, George Town 



THE AGENDA OF PINKS 2016 

 13th – 14th  October 2016:  Arrival of Storytellers (A van will pick up at the airport and transfer to Hotel JEN Penang, 

Magazine Road, George Town, Penang -  https://www.hoteljen.com/penang/georgetown) 

 15th October 2016:  Pick up at Hotel Lobby at 8.00am.  Assemble at GEMS International School at 9.00am for the PINKS 

Festival’s opening ceremony to begin at 10am and followed by storytelling sessions. Pick up at 4.30pm at GEMS International 

School back to Hotel JEN Penang for a short rest. 

 15th October 2016:  Assemble at The Islander, Hotel JEN Penang for Thank you Dinner for Storytellers and others at 7.00pm 

 16th October 2016 (morning):  Pick up at Hotel Lobby at 8.00am. Assemble at Sentral College Penang at 8.30am for PINKS 

Storytelling Technique Workshop followed by lunch a 1.00pm. and a brief presentation on George Town. This will be followed by 

a guided walk tour around George Town World Heritage Site buildings. Pick up at 4.00pm back to Hotel JEN, Penang.  

 17th October 2016 onwards: Departure of Storytellers (Transfer from Hotel to Airport according to flight schedule). Bon 

Voyage! 

 Breakfast and Lunch (including tea breaks) will be provided for free during the festival on 15th October 2016.   

https://www.hoteljen.com/penang/georgetown/


 9.50am:  Arrival of invited guests  

 10.00am:   Arrival of Yang Berhormat Tuan Prof Dr P. Ramasamy,  Deputy Chief Minister II of Penang  cum    

   Penang Education Council Chairperson 

 10.05am:  Presentation by Wawasan Fun English Class Drama: “The Ugly Duckling” 

 10.15am:  Welcome Speech by Dr Fadzillah Amzah,  on behalf of PINKS 2016 Organising Committee Chairperson 

 10.20am:  Presentation by Growing Moments – Percussion and Singing Ensemble 

 10.25am:  Speech by Mr Glen Peter Mundy,  Principal of GEMS International School of Pearl City, Penang 

 10.30am: Presentation by Montessori Children’s House – Choral Speaking “Environment” 

 10.40am:  Opening Speech by Yang Berhormat Tuan Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, Deputy Chief Minister II of Penang cum Penang 

   Education Council Chairperson 

 10.55am:  Presentation of souvenirs by Yang Berhormat Tuan Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, Deputy Chief Minister II of Penang cum 

   Penang Education Council Chairperson to storytellers and sponsors 

     (Group Photo) 

 11.00am:  Tea Reception and Adjourn 

OPENING CEREMONY – 15TH OCTOBER 2016 
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Time Slots/Venue SENIOR SPORTS HALL Venue: BLOCK C Story Room 1          Story Room 2    Story Room 3 Story Room 4 

Seating Capacity/ 

Time 

 
600 Seating Capacity/ 

Time 80 50 50 50 

10.00-10.20 OPENING CEREMONY 

 at  

SENIOR SPORTS 

HALL 

OPENING CEREMONY at SENIOR SPORTS HALL 

 

10.20-10.40 

10.40-11.00 

11.15-11.35 RICHARD DIAN VILAR 

11.35-11.55 ROGER JENKINS 

11.15– 11.55 ALISE COOK SURAYA 
TEACHER FROGGY 

(MANDARIN) 

JUMLIET 

 
11.55-12.15 MICHAEL LEE 

12.15-1.00 
COMPETITION PRIZE 

PRESENTATION CEREMONY 
11.55-12.35 NOR AZHAR  UMMI SHAM ASHA SAMPATH (TAMIL) GLEN MUNDY 

12.15 -2.00 LUNCH AT THE CAFETARIA 

1.30 -1.50 ROSEMARIE SOMAIAH 1.35 -2.15 ROGER JENKINS MEILLIA KEE 
TEACHER FROGGY 

[MANDARIN] 
MICHAEL LEE 

1.50 – 2.10 JUMLIET 

2.15-2.55 
ROSEMARIE  

SOMAIAH 
GLEN MUNDY UMMI SHAM 

ALISE COOK 

 
2.10 -2.30 NOR AZHAR 

2.30 -2.50 ASHA SAMPATH 

2.55-3.35 

 

 

RICHARD DIAN 

VILAR 
MEILLIA KEE STORY ROOMS CLOSED 

2.50-3.10 SURAYA ARIFFIN 

3.10 -3.30 
BEST STORYTELLER PRIMARY 

SCHOOL STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

3.35 – 4.00 

 ALL STORY ROOMS at BLOCK C CLOSED    

(Please proceed to Senior Sports Hall for the Finale of  

PINKS Fest 2016) 3.30 – 4.00 CLOSING CEREMONY 

-GROUP PERFORMANCE- 
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1 

3 

4 

VIP 

2 

PINKS STORY ROOM 

COMPETITION 

NO ENTRY 

PLAYDOUGH SESSION 

BLOCK C 

BREAKFAST FOR 

COMPETITION 



REGISTRATION 

FOR STORYTELLING 

COMPETITION & 

BREAKFAST OUTSIDE 

NO PARKING ALLOWED 

INSIDE THE SCHOOL 

BUILDING AREA. YOU 

MAY PARK ALONG THE 

ROAD OUTSIDE SCHOOL 

EXCEPT FOR SCHOOL 

BUS LANE 

BLOCK C 

PINKS FESTIVAL 

OPENING CEREMONY 

COMPETITION  PRIZE 

PRESENTATION 

PINKS FESTIVAL 

CLOSING CEREMONY 

PINKS FESTIVAL 

BRIEFING SESSION 

CAFETARIA 

STORYBOARD SET UP 
AT LOBBY AREA 

GEMS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL SITE MAP 



 







PINKS IN PICTURES (MEMORIES OF 2015) 



 













THANK YOU 
TERIMA KASIH 

PENANG EDUCATION COUNCIL 

C/O PENANG INSTITUTE 

NO. 10 BROWN ROAD 

10350 PENANG 

Email: educationpenang@gmail.com 

Like Us: www.facebook.com/PenangInternationalKidsStorytellingFestival 

CONTACT PERSON:  

MS FATIMAH HASSAN 

+60124802408  


